Writing exclusively for PES,
Dr. Winfried Hoffmann,
President of the EPIA,
discusses the current state of
the industry and his hopes for
a bright future...

content and a large amount of ‘added value’
is needed to legitimate these politics.

It is expected that by 2020 photovoltaic
(PV) will be able to increasingly contribute
to the global electricity demand. With

adequate policies in the transition phase,

Support mechanisms are necessary in the
transition phase

Solar electricity can not compete today with
conventional energy sources. It requires, as
we have seen before, a further reduction of

more European governments to adopt
similar systems to develop solar electricity.
These are Spain (since 2004), Italy in 2005,
and Greece and France since mid-2006.

These countries in Europe are launching
a decisive trend toward sustained market

“PV could represent 25% of global
electricity consumption in 2040”

Words: Dr. Winfried Hoffmann, President, European Photovoltaic Industry Association



PV Pergola at the Forum in Barcelona: motéand more
Southern European countries such as Spain, Italy,Greece
and France are initiating support programines to,develop
the use of solar electricity (copyright: Isofoton)
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development. Demand is growing and outputs but also balance of system producers
should not remain unsatisfied, which is why (inverters, cabling devices) and top of the
industry has to prepare itself propetly to chain silicon producers. Today, our sector is

A solution to poverty eradication

More than two billion people live without
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A sector with high business and job
creation potential

Not only does photovoltaic electricity have high
potential over the long term to meet electricity
needs, but it will also become a leading
business. Today, the PV industry generates

over five billion Euro turnover per year. It is
estimated that in 2040 it will be 500 billion.

Over 40000 people already work for PV in
Europe today. In terms of job creation, to

meet 2020 market objectives it is estimated
that PV can employ directly and indirectly

two million people worldwide.

EPIA, the strength of a single
photovoltaic voice

EPIA represents over 95% of the European
Photovoltaic Industry and 80% of the global
manufacturers. It exists to deliver a distinct and
valuable service driven from the strength of a
single photovoltaic voice. The role of EPIA is
to accompany the industry along the expected
market growth. On one hand, by ensuring
political support and the adoption of adequate
support mechanism to ensure demand. On
the other hand, by working together with all
the stakeholders and ensure that industry can
actually meet the demand created.

This will be done by following four
main driving directions: competitiveness,
innovation, quality and promotion...

Competitiveness, because it is key to be able
to compete soon with peak power in the
conventional electricity market. To fulfil the
demand created by new political support
programmes in Europe and worldwide,

the industry is up-scaling its production
capacities to reach the critical mass and
realise economies of scale.

Innovation is decisive to make the difference
among other technologies. Adapting
products to consumers’ needs is key. This
requires closer work with research centres,
and the adaptation of production processes
and technologies. A quick transfer of
laboratory results to piloting and production
processes in the industry is necessary.

Quality. PV is considered a clean source

of energy. This requires us to adapt our
production processes to environmental
requirements. PV must be reliable to be able
to meet customers’ expectations. The sector
has already developed a full life-cycle analysis
for each adequate solution, including proven
recycling technology.

Promotion is indispensable to raise



There are many applications which exist to integrate photovoltaic in buildings: here a
semi-transparent module is integrated in a roof which also protects from direct sunlight

. . (copyright: BEAR architects, M. van Kerckhoven)
awareness for renewable energies (and in
particular PV). Promotion towards decision
makers at national, European and global level
is key to obtaining necessary interim policies
until competitiveness is reached. This should
happen within five to ten years at peak power
prices on Southern European electricity
markets — and in the next decade in
Northern Europe. A constant dialogue must

be undertaken with all involved stakeholders
(architects, utilities, construction sector).
Finally, media is the channel through which
we have to promote our sector.
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EPIA has chosen to develop its strategy along
these four pillars through the development
of partnerships. The key for success to
undertake this action plan is to work with the
right partner such as professional associations,
local governments, research institutes or
media. Preparing reports or position papers,
organising seminars or promotion campaigns
requires us to be transparent and to work in
close collaboration with the right stakeholders.
This is fundamentally important to obtain
reliable, credible and widely-accepted results. ll

Events Reminder E
vents Reminder

Re
wewable EMrgg Burope 200>

Date: 26 - 22 » by )
T ‘ \ ti\,leiffw'ct? gh Europe 2007 will ta rget high-level execu-
, § With the provision of Long- R
summmﬂ energy solutions for-P of long-term, sustainable
The largest wumb, v |
f er of power professi, s ey

the Feria de Madrid, spain Professionals uunder one roof - at . ! e

[ v Yy  *Their country

- * The eventual fuel-mix employed
" A
The technologies to be implemented

f):ut:l:;tézsu\at/;&s:twe those from industries ineluding:
* Renewable energy t

 Researoh faniisies 0 POAuees

* ndependent Power producers

* ndustrial facilities

* Project developers

* Architect/ engineering firms

Ay

*
vyastc—to»ewcr@ Y plant operators

* Financial/ legal firms

* EBnvirowmental Groups

SoI.

Contact
www.renewableenerg Y-europe.com

form of generation, or issue.

Siyeieq

SJDEJUO)




